Tips and Tricks to Tackle Special Recognition Awards (Printer Friendly Edition)

BPA Marketing and Public Relations - Awarded to chapters for recruitment, promotion, and public relations activities.
· Remember to include photographs and supporting material when necessary.
· Include a detailed description with the amount of time dedicated towards that activity.
· Include samples and appropriate documentation.
· Send completed applications to: bpamarketingpublicrelations@bpa.org 
BPA Merit Scholar - Awarded to individual members for possessing exemplary Knowledge of Business Professionals of America. 
· Study material can be found online at www.BPA.org. Test will be available at the National Conference.
Chapter Activities Award of Excellence - Awarded to chapters for outstanding annual program of activities
· Have digital/physical copies of everything that your chapter has done.
· Take lots of pictures.

· Read the application for specific criteria that needs to be met. 

· Send completed applications to: 5454 Cleveland Ave, Columbus OH (must be postmarked by March 1st)
Community Action - Awarded to chapters for community/school service activities.
· Complete a minimum of 100 hours of community service, this can acquired through individual hours
· Example: 83 members attended the Special Olympics and volunteered at the registration booth for 1 hour, for a total of 83 hours.

· Send completed applications to: communityaction@bpa.org 

Community Relief Service Award - To encourage BPA chapters to provide volunteer services, to assist with disaster services, to provide health and safety community education, to participate in blood drives, and/or to raise and donate monetary support for relief organizations.
· If chapter members receive training, provide copies of earned certificates of training. 
· If volunteer events are covered by local media, provide any available documentation from the local media. 
· If it is a fundraiser/donating activity, provide documentation of the donation.  examples:  copy of check, receipt from charity.
· Provide the total number of hours spent by the members in the community service.
· Send completed applications to: communityrelieft@bpa.org
Entrepreneurship Exploration Award - Awarded to individual student members for outreach and research into local community free enterprise.
· Research different types of business organizations
· Interview and entrepreneur in your community and discuss:  the company itself, marketing strategy, major staff, annual budget, and major business forms.
· Make an oral presentation to a group about your visit to the company
· Optional:  Include an appendix that contains electronic information such as an organizational structure chart, business forms used, budgets, photos, news clippings, explanatory brochures, etc.
· Send completed applications to: entre-exploration@bpa.org
Environmental Action/Awareness - Awarded to chapters for raising awareness of and doing something about environmental issues.

· Complete at least three (3) going green activities as a chapter. Ex: Chapter created a recycling program at our school.
· Have pictures/documentation for all activities.
· Send completed applications to: environmentalactionawareness@bpa.org 
Hall of Fame - Recognizes those individuals who have made significant contributions to Business Professionals of America.
· In order to be considered, nominator must include a narrative review of the nominee’s contributions, 3 letters of support, and a resume for the nominee.

· All nominations must be submitted on the nomination form found in the Special Recognition Handbook.

· Send completed applications to: programs@bpa.org 
Member Recruiter - Awarded to individual members for recruiting five or more new chapter members during a school year.
· Host a recruitment activity at your school, and claim all members you recruited. This can include showing a presentation.
· The winner this year gets a $1000 scholarship!

· Send completed applications to: memberrecruiter@bpa.org 

National Center Capital Improvement Campaign - Awarded to chapters, individual members, and state associations for monetary contributions for the capital improvement of the BPA National Center.
· Be sure to fill out the application fully and indicate the donor as an individual, chapter, State Association, or other.

· Remember to collect the appropriate signatures and contributions before the due date of March 1, 2011.

· Please verify eligibility with the handbook as you do not have to be a current member to be awarded.

· Send completed application(s) and contribution(s) to: National Center Capital Improvements Campaign Award, Business Professionals of America, 5454 Cleveland Avenue, Columbus OH 43231-4021.
Outstanding Service Award - Recognizes those individuals who have dedicated time and effort to promote the objectives of BPA.
· Nominees cannot have been a recipient of this award within the last five (5) years.

· Nominators are responsible for submitting any required information about nominee as directed in the handbook.

· Up to 5 recipients will be chosen to receive this award as indicated by the guidelines of the Programs Committee.

· Nominations must be submitted to: programs@bpa.org 
The Professional Cup - Awarded each year to one State Association in each division that has the highest weighted percentage of chapters involved in the Special Recognition Awards program.
· Primary specifications include percentage of chapters involved with Special Rec Awards, and the involvement of the State Association as a whole at the National Level. Refer to the Special Rec Handbook for more info.
Safety Awareness - Awarded to chapters for safety education activities.
· Have/participate in at least three (3) safety activities. These can include seat belt checks, drug awareness seminars, and making   prom promises
· Send completed applications to: safetyawareness@bpa.org 
Special Olympics (BPA National Service Project) - Awarded to chapters for volunteer service or fund-raising for Special Olympics.
Participate in at least one activity that benefits Special Olympics as a chapter. Ex: Chapter participated in the Polar Bear Plunge, which benefited the Special Olympics. 
· Send completed application to: specialolympics@bpa.org 

Be sure to complete and mail in the appropriate forms for the award that can be found in the 2010-2011 Special Recognitions Handbook that can be found online at www.BPA.org/awards/specialrec. Deadlines for the application are on March 1, 2011. In order to process your application, the National Office must receive it by that date.
